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A Message from the Mayor

Flood Stories

As unfortunately happens every so often, Prior Lake suffers under flood waters this summer. More than 40
homes are sandbagged; several city streets are inundated; County Rd. 21 is under water; Watzl’s Point
Beach is closed; a Slow No Wake condition has governed boat traffic for over a month with no end in sight.

Many residents in Prior Lake survive every day under enormous stresses. In at least two neighborhoods,
people can only get to and from their homes by using boats. Countless folks have extensive cases of
swimmer’s itch and chiggers. A few people have reported staph infections caused by cuts exposed to the
flood waters. Monitoring dikes and pumps 24/7 has become the routine for more households than | care to
count. Sadly, we know of two flooded homes that have been abandoned.

Through it all, the sense of community in Prior Lake amazes me and makes me proud to live here. Hundreds
of residents have volunteered to sandbag over the past two weeks. A Prior Lake Flood Facebook page was
established, and when people posted needs for help, they received responses within minutes. The
volunteers came from every corner of the city, including high school teams, church parishioners, club
members, scouts, and ordinary citizens responding to calls for help. Prior Lake Aggregate and its owner, Bill
Pearson, has donated thousands of tons of sand, delivered on request by City staff throughout the
community. | have been particularly gratified as many, many of the most severely impacted people have
made a point of expressing thanks for all the help they’ve received from volunteers and City staff alike.

Thank goodness, every affected neighborhood reports that their homes are secure and they are getting by,
at least for now. City staff are checking with each affected home nearly daily to ensure that folks continue
to get the resources needed.

On June 30, | declared a Local Emergency for three days as provided for under State Law. Two days later,
the City Council extended the Emergency for 30 days in a Special Meeting. At that meeting, we went on the
record requesting the Prior Lake Spring Lake Watershed District (PLSLWD) to petition the DNR to sandbag
the creek entrance between Spring Lake and Prior Lake, slowing the flow of water through the creek, and
offering some amount of relief to the flood waters. Tuesday evening, the PLSLWD received a report
modeling flood conditions and relief based on sandbagging and various levels of rainfall. Then, the Board of
Managers unanimously voted to continue pursuing an expedited application and authorization from the
DNR.

Working together, we will emerge later this summer as a strong and healthy community once again. But,
we will face many very big decisions. The PLSLWD, City Council and Spring Lake Town Board face a need to
collaborate perhaps as never before, to address this summer’s emerging experience. How can we establish
flood control plans? What level of rainfall and attendant flooding should we expect and plan for going
forward? Where can we locate funding sources to help us deal with all the associated costs? | pledge to you
that | will do whatever | can to ensure the 2014 Floods remain a top priority until we can confidently
answer all these questions and more, and take the necessary steps to secure our future. Get involved to
help us wrestle with the alternatives and impacts.

Sincerely,
Mayor Ken Hedberg



